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1966 Thunderbird
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Thunderbird. .. again sets

adventurous new version of An

Look! Thunderbird for 1966 has
a unique Safety-Convenienae
Panel, mounted overhead on

Town Hardtopand Landawmod-
els. Tap a switch and the Emer-
gency Flasher System sets four
exterior lights blinking. Other
lights remind you to fasten scat
bels, tell you when fuel is low,
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or doors ajar. Other personal
Thunderhird touches for 1966
include the optional AM Radiof
Stercossonic Tape system (0 give
you over 70 minutes of music on
an casy-to-load tape cartridge.
Completely automatic! Four
speakers! New, (00, are: an auto-
matic Highway Pilot speed con-

trol option; more powerful
standard V-8—plus a 428 cubic
inch optional V-8, And all the
craftsmanship that has made this
car i classic in its own time.

Thunderburd
—f
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1966 Thunderbird Ads =

The Thunderbird Touch: 1966 Th u nderbi rd:

A speed control convenaently located on the steermg wheel

America’s Personal Luxury Car
Of the world’s great luxury cars,
only Thunderbird is so complete, is
so completely dedicated to the idea
of personal luxury. Among many
innovations for 1966, there is a

new, more formal Town series

with its own distinctive roofline.

Let your Ford Dealer show you why
Thunderbird continues to be America’s
one Personal Luxury Car.
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1966 Thunderbird Ads &

This is Thunderbird 1966!

A new Stereo-Tape System is but one of many exclusive options. It surrounds
you with music from four high-fidelity stereo speakers.

And the Overhead Safety Control Panel, standard on Town Landau and on
Hardtop models, has lights to remind you if fuel is low, a door ajar, or to fasten
seatbelts — and an Emergency Flasher that sets four exterior lights blinking.
Thunderbird 1966 will touch your driving with total luxury. Drive on today.
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Motoring 66 by RAB Cook

by RAB Cook

As Thunderbirds
go—it went

but opinions differed
on the manner of its going

opinions from various people about its

merits—obviously, otherwise there
would only be one model on the market. But
take the car from its native eavironment and
the opinions differ even more; they fly to
extremes. These thoughts flitted around my
mind last November when an American
Jjournalist wrote, in Motor:

If the Thunderbird serves no other pur-

pose, at least it is comic relief—a parody

on all the funny things about American

cars. For 1966 it goes two steps further: a

handsome blind-quarter coupé looks vi

formal but should make freewa; dnvmg

more hazardous than ever, 2

control relieves the driver ©

task of using the brake for slow-downs

All of which, coming from an American,
was pretty harsh stuff. A quick look at some
Thunderbird sales literature did little to
alter this impression of a four-wheeled gim
mick—great screeds about “sequential turn
signals™ and “slide away behind the space-
saving Swing-Away Wheel (still exclusively
‘Thunderbird)”, not to mention “The fascina-
tion of flight comes close to reality in the
Thunderbird™. Big deal!

This transatlantic comment so agitated
the British concessionaires for American
Ford—Lincoln Cars, Ltd.—that they
dropped a 1966 Thunderbird on our doorstep
with a request that we try it and see for our-
selves. This one had the optional 7-litre
engine, and most of the gimmicks, except
the control which keeps the car at a constant
speed up hill and down dale once you've set
it. This device is over-ridden by the brakes
and throttle, of course, but the 1966 feature
is an extra switch which gently applies the
brakes while you have a quiet think about the
situation ahead; when you release it the car
resumes the preset speed. In short, no-pedal
motoring.

Local reactions to this maroon and white
242 were very mixed indeed. On the road, it
seemed to drive Mini-Cooper and Cortina
drivers into a frenzy of revvery and carving
up—I've never seen such performances.
The drivers of small sports cars chose to look
the other way but those with more expensive
devices like Aston Martins were inclined to
be inquisitive and try to out-accelerate it

ALMOST any car will produce mixed
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Pussycats prowling 'dong the pavement gave
the driver long, penetrating stares and women
in general went into ccstasies over it until
they tried to open the inordinately heavy
door against the slope of acamber. Jamaicans
rolled their eyes when you drove past them—
one such happy soul whom I came upon
peering into the car while it was parked
replied to my “Like it 2" with “It's a beeyooti
ful car!™ I took' him for a short run and he
practically purred. One rather conservatively
minded member of Motor’s staff felt almost
embarrassed to be seen with it.

Where lies the truth? I can only describe
the Thunderbird and let you decide for your-
\e!l'geach to his taste, Certainly,

ing in the sunshine. And it remains impressive
when you bang your foot down to the kick:
down position and 345 b.h.p. is unleashed
with something akin to a crash: there is a
sudden roar from the four-barrel carburetter
and it's a case of every Thunderbird driver
for himself as nearly two tons of car rockets
itself from zero to 30 in 3 seconds, 60 m.p.h.
in 8.3 5. and 100 in just under 26. The stand-
ing quarter-mile time is 17.1 sec.

The result of all this get-up-and-wham is
that in a 70 limit you’re away ahead of the
pack, assuming that the others are playing
the game as well and sticking to the limit.
Anyhow, I find that such colossal accelera:
tion has a distinctly demoralizing effect on
other drivers. They just give up, limply, and
the Thunderbird flies on alone, which makes
for safety, just as being able to overtake like
an Atlas rocket on full song is 50 safe because
you need so little time and such a short piece
of road.

This sort of thing is all the more impres
sive because, when
it is an exceptionally quiet c:
standards. The engine just doesn’t make any
sound at all, neither does it vibrate or tickle
the feet, and the wind noise at 50 m.p.h
low and still the same at 90—an unusual
criterion here is that the radio volume can be
set while you're parked, and just left where
it is all the way up the speed range. I don't
know many other cars in which this can be
done. Any slight increase in general noise
level comes from the tyres, which can make a
rushing sound on granite chips, but still not

enough to necessitate reaching for the volume
control. One snag was a badly out-of-balance
front wheel.

The top speed must be about the 120 m.p.h.
mark, but such figures are purely academic
in a car built for use in all-over speed limits.
What does matter more is the ability tostop,
the Achilles Heel of the Great American
Automobile, and heére the Thunderbird
comes ‘way out ahead. It has disc brakes at
the front and the first thing you notice is that
there is feel at the pedal—if you want to stop
in anger, you press a lot harder and dc
just move your foot a bit farther down. But

s the lack of fade which makes them so
startling by US. standards. We did six {g
stops from 90 m.p.h. with lling or fading
—just some smell—and, later, three maxi
mum stops from 100 at about 45-second
intervals with nothing worse happening than
a slight increase in pedal travel. These stops
were sufficient to leave black marks on the
road without the wheels locking. Usually,
one hard application from 90 m.p.h. is suffi
cient to fade American brakes into nothing-
ness before the car has stop)

By American standards there is feel, too,
in the power steering, though not a lot. But
enough, 1 thought, to let the driver know
what is going on between tyres and road and
there is a definite increase in the effort re-
quired, slight though it is, as the lock is
increased and/or the speed rises. It's not the
sort of steering an Elan driver would even
contemplate, but safe. Anyhow, this isn't
intended to be a sports car; it's a long-range
cruiser for two.

sibly the most fantastic thing to British

es is the complete lack of anywhere to lay

ything down within the broad acres. There

is a small cubby-hole under the central arm-

rest, but that is the lot. I just couldn't believe

this and went mund the car tapping c\cry

panel, ct Ul

The whole dashboard is surrmmdcd by a

mammoth kind of cockpit coaming, which

makes the car seem narrower than it really

is, and there is a lot of padding to compen:

fety beits. Even the

steering wheel centre has a sort of inverted
tumbler made of collapsible material.

It is within this cockpit that you find the
gimmicks which, when you stop to consider

them, are nearly all useful. For example, the
switch that enables the driver to lock or
unlock the door on the (very) remote side of
the car is needed; another switch brings a
separate flasher unit into circuit and makes
all the red lights at the rear end wink at once,
for motorway and fog breakdowns; when
you put the transmission in drive or reverse
with the engine running, the parking brake
automatically flies off; put the lever in P,
and the steering column can be swung to one
side to make exit easier. I'm not too sure
about this last one—the money would have
been better spent in letting the column move
up and down to produce a better driving
position. It’s too near the pilot as it is. The
windows are electrically operated, of course,
and a really delightful switch enables the
driver to cut the rear compartment switches
out of circuit, to stop kids from monkeying
around with them. A bit much is the“Fasten
your seat belts” lamp that glows when you
don't. But, amidst all this, the Americans
have still to invent the headlamp fiasher.

The rear seats are O.K. if you're five feet
high, otherwise you have to lounge sideways.
Buf the driver’s seat is a magnificent thing
worthy of copy by all others. Itis clectrically
operated, of course, for back, forth, up,
down, tilt-up front, tilt-up back—and the
cushion/backrest angle can be altered after a
little bit of spanner work. A sensible set-up.
The real beauty of this seat, though, lies in
the shape and padding. It is based on a metal
shell which suited everyone who drove the
car. It holds you in place just the right amount
and even the texture of the covering material
is exactly right—doesn't grab you but you
don't slip about on it. With perforations for
ventilation added, I'd vote it the best seat in
the world: and P'm the most critical sitter
downer in the world.

Even with the “heavy duty export suspen
sion package” the T-bird manages to wallow
a bit, but it doesn't roll badly and if the live
rear axle sometimes does a little hornpipe
on its own, it isn’t to be wondered at with
such a conventional layout capable of trans
mitting all that power. Wheelspin is casy in
the wet, but the car keeps on going in &
straight line and you are kept fully aware of
what is happening by the general feel of
things. The smoothness of the transmission
helps here, 00, and it only jerks if you kick
down at speed with the lever in Di—or in

“green spot”, which is the same thing. I
never got into the usual American car semi
stupor, which results in me setting off at 70
and finding, a few miles further up!hc motor:

that I'm doing 55; indeed, I was even
inspired to grasp the wheel firmly and “go
motoring” once or twice.

Around town it’s a fairdy rto drive,
despite the bulk, because you can see the
complete tail out of the back window (other
Americans please copy) and two little winker
repeaters on the front wings tell you how
wide it is. In the Great British 70 Limit, it's
just as easy, provided that you quell any
desires to corner like Nuvolari—what you
lose on the roundabouts you gain on the
straights. It's a comfortable car and it stay
comfortable after several hundred miles (the
fres! ot-air mixer plays an important
part in this) and that, after all, is what the

ers probably set out to produce. [
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Hans 1966 Thunderbird Town Landau

 VIN 6Y877155315
« Wixom Assembly Plant

- BODY: 63D = 2-Door Landau (Blind Quarter Roof-Vinyl)
« COLOR: Z = Gold 1915A (Med. Sage Gold Metallic)

« TRIM: 16 = Black Cloth and Black Vinyl

« DATE: 13D = 13 April 1966

« DSO: 97 = Export

« AXLE:1 = Rear Axle Ratio: 3.00:1

« TRANS: 4 = 3-Speed C6 Dual Range Automatic

List price: $4,551.-
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. D,
Hans 1966 Thunderbird Town Landau

« Production Figures: 35,105 Town Landaus made (Total: 69,176 cars)
 Wheelbase: 113”7 (2.87 m)
« Weight: 4,568 Ibs (2,072 kg)
 Length: 205.4” (5.22 m)
* Width: 77.3” (1.96 m)
* Height: 52.7” (1.34 m)
« Engine: 390 V-8 (Single 4-Barrel Carburettor)
— Brake Horsepower: 315 Hp (232 kW)@4600 rpm
— Torque: 427 Ft-Lbs@2800 rpm
— Bore and Stroke: 4.05” x 3.78”
— Compression Ratio: 10.5:1
— Compression Pressure: 160 — 120 psi
— Firing Order: 1-5-4-2-6-3-7-8
— Oil Capacity: 5.00 US quarts
— Oil Pressure: 35-55 psi@2000 rpm
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6YBTZ 155315

TOWN LANDAL— sc : 3309 46 [
SPCLe DLRs ACCT,. CRy~ 3 % 96
SAUTERNE GOLD— 2 ‘

815X15 4PR WSW TIRE P ‘ 20 |
PWR WINDOWS WITH PWR_VENT 00
POWER SEAT DRIVER € PASS 47
SELECTAIRE CONDITIONER™ _—— ‘ 00 |:
AM Ronoxsvezsosoulc rngs, - 71
POWER ANTENNA R T IN 90
TINTED Gl.Ass/’gmmc 5 - 30 |,
HD EXPORT SUSPENSION o 58
FOOT TIRE PUMRC - 79 |
TOUCH UP PAINT 2 CANS 1 80
WHEN APPLICABLE PRICES INCLUDE 7%FET 69

oy 3

ENTERED

APR 1 415
| 3

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

D & D SCHEDULE B g 102 00
i / o 4036 19

ED IN US.A)

TOTAL

EXPORT SUPPLY OPERATION
153 HALSEY ST e

"FORD MOTOR CO apa

5643 16

AAD 419¢

INANCE
N 66

NEW VORK NY

WIXOM MICH 97 0666 16 974

__ THIS INVOICE TO OR THE & IPPING OF VE Y GATE RELEASE AND ACCOUNTING
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. lgnition Switch

. Speedometer

. Odometer

Oil Pressure Gauge
Fuel Gauge
Temperature Gauge
. Ammeter

N NOULAWN
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8.
9.
10.
1.

o )

|
|
i

Light Switch \1‘
Courtesy - Map Lamp Switch
Wiper and Washer Controls
Power Antenna

INSTRUMENT PANEL AND CONTROLS

T r—

. Air Controls

. Safety- Convenience Control Group
(Convertible & Hardtop Optional)

. Radio

. Heater or Air Conditioning Control

. Silent- Flo Vent or Convertible
Top Control

1966 FORD
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau historik

Denna T-Bird ldmnade fabriksbandet i Wixom, Michigan, 13 april 1966
for export till England.

Den 8 augusti 1967 registrerades bilen pa A E H Phillips, HENLEY-ON-
THAMES Buckinghamshire, England, med reg nr XBH 615F

| 45 f\oa (A &1 G . W Connungto 2 q' .
\ | N e i ' ' nl S\ \ C\. -
D q pletaydon, Vab\oa. { Y\\\'Nllq 10

wwﬁ C.H, p/uﬂfﬁ //W-M'TM f‘(M 575372./5;3/5 63925(
’ %N«ub &"“"‘J“ a“‘““g a‘}]“’bb . KEFR O I4pag

n
B
T

VL,

Dérefter har det varit 12 agare i UK.
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau historik

Hans kopte bilen den 23 juni
2001 for £2300 fran Jon Fiddler
In Norwich, UK.

23 June 2001

RECEIPT

Received from Dr Hans Bjelkhagen, 28 Dixon Drive, Leicester,
TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED POUNDS (£2300.-)
as full payment for a FORD THUNDERBIRD TOWN LANDAU 1966 car.

REG MARK: XBH 615F
W/

Jon Fiddler °

SNelsonWay Detta ar hur bilen sag ut 2001,
Hevingham, Norwich, Norfolk . -y

motorproblem, lacken inte i basta
skick och utan skarmkjolar men
iteridren var bra.
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TD
1966 Thunderbird Town Landau historik

Bilen har totalrenoverats och omlackerats | farg.
RODLEY MOTORS, Bradford, renoverade motorn

AUTOVATION, Stockport, utforde lackeringen.
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Hans1966 Thunderbird Town Landau
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau
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\
1966 Thunderbird Town Landau
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau
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1966 Thunderbird Town Landau

I-BIRD
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John Cox Memorial T-Bird Award 2004 &

~Americana International, 9-11 juni 2004
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Best Ford - AACU juni 2004

Summer Nationals
Camping Pre Entry Booking Form
- 25th/21th June 2004

Best Ford
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1966 Thunderbird anlander till <&
Sverige fran England i juli 2018
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Km-graderad Hastighetsmétare
gU JU Q il @l il / KU\_“‘EJJ‘ |

U0 sjalvhaftande
. transparent km/h
= skala applicerades
S innan svensk

besiktning




Svensk Registrering

Europeiska gemenskapen Dokumentnummer

1017000

}‘ TRANSPORT
A STYRELSEN SVERIGE

Del 1 av registreringsbeviset

‘ Registreringsbevisets innehavare

- - B0 & Sl
I aeg I Stre rad 2 8 a_u g u Stl 20 1 8 . Registreringsnummer  (D.4) Arsmodell (D.18) Bredd, mm  S.1 Antal sittplatser inkl forarplatsen ~ D.1 Mérke

KMH 132 1966 1960 4 Ford
Registreringsnummer brsonsl . Rod ST i

D.17) Langd, mm (D.5) Utrustning (D.6) Karosseri

5250 AA Sedan
X M H 1 3 2 Identifieringsnummer D.2 Variant
bY87Z2155315

Personbilsklass |
Typgodkannandenummer D.2 Version

. Tjanstevikt, kg (F.6) Maxlast, kg F.1 Totalvikt, kg (F.7) Skattevikt, kg
2185 340 2525 2180

9 Hogsta vikt slapkarra, kg

V.10) Miljoklass/Utslappsklass V.7 CO2, glkm (D.8) Dackdimension bak
P225/75 R15

3 Ljudniva under kérning U.1-U.2 Ljudnivaivarvtal stillastaende

V.13) Elenergiférbrukning, blandad, wh/km V.9 Miljokategori P.2 M al nettoeffekt, kW
232.0 SAE
8 Bransleférbrukning vid blandad kérning T. Hogsta hastighet, km/h

REGISTRERINGSBESIKTNING HAR UTFORTS/TYPINTYG LAMNATS IN.
ANVANDAS KRAVS ATT ANMALAN OM PASTALLNING HAR LAMNATS.
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924

F.3 Hogsta sammanlagda brutto-
vikt fér bil och slap, kg

D.11) Koppling, typ (D.13) Bromsuttag 0.2 Hogsta vikt obromsat slap, 0.1 Hégsta vikt bromsat slap, kg (0.3) Hogsta totalvikt pa slapet

for B-kérkort/B utdkad, kg

975/1725

(D.23) Drivande axlar fram/bak

(P.6) Vaxell P.1 Slagvolym, ccm
Automat 6391

P.3 Drivmedel
Bensin

FOR ATT FORDONET SKA FA




ans tva Thunderbirds vid Huset i Dalarna

It’s the only way to fly
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